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APPLICATION FOR A REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION

This form is for use by a member of the Institute of Chartered Foresters who wishes to apply to the Council for a reduced subscription. Details provided by the applicant relating to his or her financial circumstances will be treated in confidence and used only for the purpose of assessing the application.
An application for a reduced subscription cannot be made retrospectively.
Full details for applicants are given overleaf.

	Name of Applicant:
	

	Membership Number:
	

	Applicant’s Address:
	

	Postal Code:
	


	For Office Use Only.

	Date form sent to applicant
	
	Date form received
	

	Application approved/rejected
	

	Date of implementation if applicable):
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


APPLICATION FOR A REDUCED SUBSCRIPTION

Information for applicants

Important note: The Institute defines ‘forestry’ (as used throughout this form) in its broadest sense – the practice of all aspects of tree management, including forest and woodland management, arboriculture, urban forestry, environmental forestry, research and education and training in these fields.

The Laws of the Institute enable the Council to reduce a member’s subscription if he or she has retired from regular employment and receives no income from the practice of forestry (see above), is undertaking an unpaid career break of not less than one calendar year, or in the case of hardship. The reduced subscription is one third of that of the full subscription applicable to that member. The Laws of the Institute which apply to eligibility for a reduced subscription and current as at June 1999 are as follows: 

BYLAW 25 

(a) Save in the case of a Corporate Affiliate, a member of any grade, who satisfies the Council that he or she has retired from regular employment, or is taking an unpaid career break of not less than one calendar year, may pay an annual subscription of less amount than that specified in Bylaw 24. The amount of such reduced subscriptions shall be determined by General Regulations.

(b) The Council may in its absolute discretion reduce or waive the annual subscription of a member of any grade in a case of hardship.

REGULATION 26

The reduced subscription payable under Bylaw 25(a) shall be one third of the normal subscription applicable. The privileges of membership at a reduced subscription rate shall be extended only to members who confirm that they have no income from the practice of forestry except their retirement pension or the equivalent of a retirement pension, or are taking an unpaid career break of not less than one calendar year. These privileges shall be withdrawn if this condition ceases to apply.

Notes
It is recognised that members’ circumstances vary and each application will be considered on its own merit. The notes below are given for guidance only and may change from time to time. They are not exhaustive and do not form part of the Laws of the Institute.

1. Retirement: To qualify for a reduced subscription a member must have retired from regular employment and be receiving no income from the practice of forestry other than his or her retirement pension or equivalent. (Complete Section A)

2. Unpaid career break: An unpaid career break may be taken for reasons such as, but not exclusively, maternity or paternity leave, sabbatical leave and similar and may not be for less than one calendar year. (Complete Section B)

3. Hardship: Hardship may be defined as, but not exclusively, the unemployment of a member or similar circumstances which give rise to financial difficulties for that member. It is normal practice for the Council to set a reduced subscription rate for a member suffering financial hardship at one-third the normal subscription rate. (Complete Section C)

4. Other circumstances: There may be circumstances other that those in 1,2 and 3 above which might provide grounds to support an application for a reduced subscription. Details should be provided by completing Section D.

Completion of this form

If you wish to apply for a reduced subscription, you should complete the relevant section of pages 3 or 4 of this form.

Section A – Retired Member 

Please provide details of your retirement, including the date of your retirement and sign the declaration at the foot of this section. Please note that details of your pension arrangements are NOT required.

	


I declare that I am retired from full-time employment and that I receive no income from the practice of forestry other than my retirement pension or equivalent.

	Name:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


	
	


Section B – Career-break

Please provide details of your unpaid career-break, reasons for the career-break, the date on which it commenced, anticipated duration of the career-break, and sign the foot of this section of this form.

	


I declare that I am undertaking a career-break from forestry and that the above statement(s) are true and accurate.

	Name:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


Section C – Financial Hardship
Please provide details of the circumstances on which this application is based, for example, unemployment, and sign the foot of this section of the form. If appropriate, dates of the termination of employment and other relevant details should be provided.

	


I declare that I am suffering financial hardship and that the above statement(s) are true and accurate.

	Name:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
	


	
	


Section D – Other circumstances which may provide grounds for an application for a reduced subscription. 
Please provide full details of your circumstances, including, if appropriate, dates and financial circumstances and sign the foot of this section of the form.

	


I declare that the above statement(s) in support of my application for a reduced subscription are true and accurate.

	Name:
	

	Signature:
	

	Date:
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