
Conserving Tropical 
Forests:
An Appreciation of 
UK Leadership



OVERVIEW

• A brief inventory of the many ways the U.K. has provided 
global leadership on forests

• An update on the importance of forests for climate 
stability and development objectives

• Reasons for optimism that we can turn the tide of 
tropical deforestation  
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UK leadership in 
global forestry



Concern about tropical deforestation

Dr. Hugh Cleghorn, 
author of the Report 
of the Committee 
Appointed by the 
British Association for 
the Advancement of 
Science to Consider 
the Probable Effects in 
an Economical and 
Physical Point of View 
of the Destruction of 
Tropical Forests, 1852



Excellence in research and teaching

The Oxford Forestry Institute, “…for almost a century 
arguably the English-speaking world’s leading 
institution concerned with forestry education, 

research, information, and advice….” 
Jeffery Burley et al, 2009



Leadership in international conservation 

“All our efforts should be guided by the people whose lives 
are so much more intimately intertwined with the forests 
than our own; the approaches we take should both 
recognize and protect their rights….”, HRH The Prince of 
Wales, Paris, 2015



Linking tropical forests and climate change 

https://www.motherjones.com/wp-content/uploads/MJ_Thatcher_640px_UN.jpg

“We are seeing a vast 
increase in the amount of 
carbon dioxide reaching 
the atmosphere . . . At the 
same time as this is 
happening, we are seeing 
the destruction on a vast 
scale of tropical forests 
which are uniquely able to 
remove carbon dioxide 
from the air”, Margaret 
Thatcher, UNGA 1989



Initiatives to improve forest governance

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/27/G8_Summit_Birmingham_1998.jpg

https://www.chathamhouse.org/research/topics/deforestation-illegal-logging

The G8 meeting in Birmingham launched the Action 
Programme on Forests, which put the issue of illegal 

logging on the international agenda, 1998

https://upload.wikimedia.org/wikipedia/en/2/27/G8_Summit_Birmingham_1998.jpg
https://www.chathamhouse.org/research/topics/deforestation-illegal-logging


Procurement of sustainable commodities

https://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/about-fsc/what-is-fsc/case-studies/constructionnbsp/london-2012-olympics

Wood products used in 
London’s Olympic Park 
certified as legally and 
sustainably produced, 
2012

https://www.fsc-uk.org/en-uk/about-fsc/what-is-fsc/case-studies/constructionnbsp/london-2012-olympics


Integrating forests into development cooperation 
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The importance of forests for climate and development

• Tropical deforestation is a major contributor to current 
global climate emissions; forest protection and restoration 
are an even larger part of the climate solution

• Forests provide many other development benefits in 
addition to global climate stability

• Rich countries are part of the problem, and can contribute 
to the solution



Koushik Majumdar, CIFOR Photo Competition



Credit: NASA Earth Observatory









New science on the importance of forests is accumulating
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Credit: NOAA/Wikimedia Commons
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The problem of subsidizing wood-based energy 
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Reasons for optimism on tropical deforestation

• We have evidence that reducing deforestation is feasible 
and affordable

• New tools are enabling transparency and accountability

• Global norms are shifting in ways favorable to forest 
protection

• We have achieved global consensus on REDD+, but 
finance remains the missing piece 
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Decreasing tolerance for illegal logging 



Corporations are accepting responsibility



Recognition of indigenous peoples’ rights

“It was only when the 
international 
community started 
talking about REDD+ 
that we had the 
opportunity to show 
that we do exist”, 
Mina Setra, AMAN, 
Indonesia, 2014t
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Reducing emissions from deforestation and forest degradation:  REDD+





Prospective sources of results-based finance



Looking Ahead

• UN Secretary General’s Climate 
Summit – September 2019

• 2020 deadlines for national 
climate ambition (NDCs), and 
forest-related commitments in 
the New York Declaration on 
Forests

• UNFCCC Conferences of the 
Parties in Chile 2019 (Article 6); 
UK in 2020?



Available for purchase or  
free download at 
www.cgdev.org
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