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Background

• Lots of options.

• Lack of justification.

• Not much unbiased guidance.



Conflict

• Roots v pavement.

• Alleged reason for removal.



Surface materials working party

• Howard Booth (Transport for London); 

• Ernst Erasmus (LB Southwark);

• Simon Ffoulkes (LB Bromley);

• Michael Gargan (Street Tree Care); 

• Pat Langley (LB Wandsworth); 

• John Parker (Transport for London); 

• Michael Sankus (Medway Council);

• Chris Suthers (Street Tree Care).



The document

• Aid to decision making.

• For all involved in specifications.

• Guidance, not solution.



Principles for selection, installation and maintenance

• Lots to consider.

• Different requirements for 
established and new trees.



Permeability v robustness



Materials covered

• Eight materials 
covered.

• Combinations.

• Other options 
available.



Gravel: resin-bound



Gravel: self-binding



Grilles



Mulch: inorganic



Mulch: organic



Rubber crumb



Topsoil



Asphalt



Suitability rating guides

• Tree criteria.

• Site criteria.

• Installation/maintenance criteria.

• Anecdotal evidence and 
experience.



High/Medium/Low ratings



Selection criteria matrix



Conclusions

• No one material is suitable in every 
situation.

• Ask a tree officer!

• Right tree, right place..

..and right material.
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