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Key recommendations: 

1. Teaching about how we shape our physical environment to be included in all schools 
2. Every town and city should have an “urban room” 
3. Key decision makers should be trained in design principles 
4. Democratise “elitist” architectural training  

5. Make the planning process proactive 
6. All major infrastructure decision-making panels should include design professionals 
7. Architecture and design leaders needs to connect to reduce gap between “the everyday and the elite” 

8. Local authorities should demand funding for landscape and public art from developers 

9. London’s status as the world capital of architecture to be enhanced  

10.Government to appoint a chief architect 

Published this week, explore it online and download it at www.farrellreview.co.uk 



The key objective is to 

create joined up thinking in 

the Built Environment 
(RTPI, LI, RIBA, EH, ICE) 

The review publishes 34 conclusions,  

many of them recognise:- 

  

• the need for more joined up thinking 

• more proactive planning 

• more engagement 

• more outreach to the public and  

• a reformed education system. 



The Farrell Review workshop on Urban Design & Landscape Architecture hosted by Capita Symonds. Clockwise from bottom left: 

 

Paul Lincoln; Colin Goodrum; Paul Reynolds; Brian Webb (hidden); Chris Brown; Nick Grayson; Andrew Whitaker; Sue James (hidden); Martin Kelly (Chair); 

Sue Illman; Robert Huxford; Peter Jones; Kelvin Campbell; Peter Frackiewicz; Lucy Musgrave;Peter Karpinski; Johanna Gibbons; Max Farrell 

“Nowhere else in the world 

understands ecosystems the way 

that we do in the UK. Birmingham is 

the first city in the country to map its 

ecosystems and the impact that is 

having on the economy. It 

fundamentally shifts your view of the 

city and it also shifts your view of 

what needs to be changed.” 
Nick Grayson 

Climate Change & Sustainability Manager, 

Birmingham City Council 

“There must be a focus on 

‘liveability’ when discussing cities...” 
Sue Illman 

President of the Landscape Institute 

Landscape Architecture and Urban Design Workshop 
August 2013 



“Landscape architecture and urban design are often the most valued by the public yet contradictorily the 
least valued in terms of fees and are frequently where the first savings are made on any given project. 
Something has to be done about this, and we as an industry must make landscape and urban design much 
bigger priorities” 

Sir Terry Farrell 

“Having worked on major landscape projects like the Thames Gateway, it has become clear to me that the 
design and stewardship of the streets and pavements that are most highly valued by the public and are 
most important to the majority of people…these priorities are often completely the reverse for the 
development community and built environment professionals…” 

The Farrell Review: Summary and Conclusions 
 
 

Farrells Thames Gateway Study 2008 



The Growth of Cities 

80% of Britain’s population live in our towns and cities 
Globally we have recently transformed from a rural to an urban species  

By 2050, there will be 9 billion humans & over 60% of those living in cities 

= 5.4 billion urban dwellers 

“Place is actually more 

important to the world’s 

economy than ever before” 

Professor Richard Florida,  

University of Toronto 
 



2004 - Euston Road/ Marylebone Road Study 

-a major place not a through road 

1995 – Linked Royal Parks 

Central London’s unappreciated  

world-class public realm 

2001 - Buckingham Palace 

The nation’s unrealised great 

square 

2008 – Thames Gateway  Study: a world

-class landscape as the first investment 

BIG PICTURE VISIONING: 

SHIFT PERCEPTIONS AND THINK ‘SPACE POSITIVE’ 

THE ROAD TO RENEWAL

media partner CONCEPT BY



Replanning & regenerating in the post-industrial era 

Quality of thinking is paramount 

…we think like planners not architects. 

CURRENT WORK 
June 2013 

Master plan for Earls Court 

Master plan for Nine Elms 

Master plan for Royal Docks 

Folkestone Seafront 

Lots Road 

Power Station 
Euston Circus 

Vauxhall Town Centre 
Master plan for Convoys 

Wharf 



Le Corbusier, Project for Saint-Die, France Parma, Italy as depicted in Collage City 

The ‘Designed City’ (Object Fixation) vs. The ‘Natural City’ (Space Positive) 

Planning without Planners. Architecture without Architects  
 

Paddington, London Bologna 



“I like complexity and contradiction in 

architecture…I like elements which are 

hybrid rather than “pure,” compromising 

rather than “clean,” distorted rather 

than “straightforward,” ambiguous 

rather than “articulated,” perverse as 

well as impersonal, boring as well as 

“interesting,” conventional rather than 

“designed,” inconsistent and equivocal 

rather than direct and clear. I am for 

messy vitality over obvious unity.” 

 

- Robert Venturi 

“Organised 

complexity” 
 

- Jane Jacobs 



It is interesting to contemplate a tangled bank, clothed with many 

plants of many kinds, with birds 

singing on the bushes, with various insects flitting about, and with 

worms crawling through the damp earth,  

 

and to reflect that these 

elaborately constructed 

forms, so different from 

each other, and 

dependent on each other 

in so complex a manner, 

have all been produced 

by laws acting around 

us… 

…There is grandeur in 

this view of life,  

 
with its several powers, having been originally breathed into a 

few forms or into one; and that, whilst this planet has gone 

cycling on according to the fixed law of gravity, from so simple a 

beginning endless forms most beautiful and most wonderful have 

been, and are being, evolved. 

 

Charles Darwin 

 



Self-ordering collective; a woodland Single trees in grassland 

 

 “It is scarcely surprising that, since the major preoccupation of urban planners is with 
the DESIGN of cities, they have generally attempted to analyse city forms in terms of 
their own efforts. That is to say, theories of urban planning have tended to focus on 
cities in whose form the guiding hand of human design is clearly discernible.   
The trouble is, hardly any cities are like that. In spite of the efforts of planners to 
impose simplistic order, most large cities present an apparently disordered, irregular 
scatter of developed space … mixed haphazardly.  By focusing on regions where 
planning has created some regularity….. urban theorists have often ignored the fact 
that a city grows organically, not through the dictates of planners.”  
 
The Self-Made Tapestry: Pattern Formation in Nature - Philip Ball 



“Putting down roots” 
 
 

“I like the idea of planting for 
longevity and find myself 
increasingly drawn to 
the idea of planting  
for the future” 

Dan Pearson 

 
 
 
 
 

“…planning for longevity, planning  

for the future…” - exactly the 

same principles apply to master 

planning… 

 



“In an island made of coal and surrounded by  
fish, you’re never going to get cold or starve.” 
    Harry Mount 



Sevenoaks pre-1987  
The Royal Oak of Charles ll  

Boscobel Park, Shropshire 

The seven elms and a walnut tree 

of  Seven Sisters, 1732 Seven Hornbeams, 1997 Sevenoaks 1987 

Nine Elms today 

The name originates from 1645  

The latter-day ‘Seven Oaks’ 

The importance of landscape in ‘place-making’ 



Nine Elms: positive space and place making 

Nine Elms  

restored 



Regent’s Park 

Kensington Gardens 

Greenwich Park 

The Royal Parks: London’s ‘trapped countryside’ 



Linking the Royal Parks: Terry Farrell 1974 - Today 





MARYLEBONE EUSTON ROAD – PLACE AS CLIENT 

Planner As Traffic  

Choreographer 

Placemaking and the ring road Euston Circus under construction 



Regent’s Place – proposed  

Placemaking & Regent’s Place first steps 

Regent’s Place – before  



Regents Place  
REGENTS’ PLACE: LONG TERM STEWARDSHIP AND INCLUSIVENESS 



Euston Circus - proposed Euston Circus - present 

Placemaking & Regent’s Place first steps 




