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ANGEL BUILDING
J & L Gibbons 2007-2010

ANGEL BUILDING
J & L Gibbons 2007-2010



awards 
2011 RIBA Award
2011 RIBA Stirling Prize shortlisted
2011 NLA Award, Working category
2011 BCO Judges Special Award
2011 BCO National Award
2011 Civic Trust commendation
2015 RE:LEAF Award Trees and 
Development

Tony Chapman, Architecture 11, RIBA Building of the Year

‘Here, there has been no fear of greenery, and the planting 
and the shimmering trees form a foil to the crisp lines of the 
new facades and help to aerate this busy part of Islington’.
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Leafing out in spring



Summer in full leaf



Before Visualisation for planning submission

Procuring our visualisations



Today



The Angel Building has been 
acknowldged as an exemplar case study 
by CIRIA.

‘This development has proved to be 
beneficial to both the developer and the 
local authority, and should be seen as 
an exemplar approach to development 
in constrained urban environments, 
particularly with regard retaining and 
supplementing mature trees in the city.’

The reality of construction



Temporary construction road



Root protection zone becomes pavement park



A  Typical paving layout:

Siento Portugese granite

Defining bands of paving slabs to frame the 
setts to create large squares that reflect the 
atrium paving design, and run on the structural 
grid of the building. 

Setts in regular layout: 60mm x 60mm setts, 
light grey 4-5mm joints, 2mm recessed.

Wide bands on gridlines: approx. 1m wide, 1no. 
or 3no. slabs to make up width, butt jointed.

Narrow bands crossing gridlines: approx. 
115mm wide, 1no. slab to make up width, butt 
jointed.

B  Stone edge section:

Siento Portugese granite

Profile and dimensions: minimum 900mm 
lengths x 150mm wide x 150mm high from 
ground.

Edge offset from York stone highway pavement.

B  Stone edge section A  Typical paving layout

ANGEL BUILDING
PAVING AND PLANTING PLAN DETAIL
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Interlocking grey and green infrastructure



Semi mature planes advanced procured and 
located to enable a full canopy to develop in time



High end tenants attracted



A landscape that contributes to the wider 
green infrastructure of the A1 road corridor



Autumn tree canopy with hedges that define historic property lines



DALSTON EASTERN CURVE GARDEN
J & L Gibbons with muf architecture/art 
2007-2017



Dalston Eastern Curve imagining an urban forest



Under constructionUnder construction



Under construction



AfterBefore



Sorbus x thuringiaca

Sorbus x thuringiacaSorbus x thuringiaca

Sorbus x thuringiaca

Betula jacquemontii

Betula jacquemontii

Betula jacquemontii

Dalston lane south

Prunus x subhirtella
‘Autumnalis Rosea’

Prunus x subhirtella
‘Autumnalis Rosea’

Ruderal vegetation

New shrub species

Bird and bat boxes

Aquatic habitat creation

Link created through
2-8 Ashwin st

Vegetable planting

Invertebrate wall

Wall improvements

Opportunisitc vegetation

Enhanced ecology

Enhanced ecology

Habitat creation

Opportunisitc vegetation

Street trees

Crosby Walk improvements Woodland St improvements

Crataegus prunifolia ‘Splendens’

Solar panels

Betula pendula ‘dalecarlica’

Ashwin St Planting

Roof garden

More street trees

Ashwin St garden

Church planting

Replacement tree

Dalston Lane

Old bus garage

Kingsland Shopping Centre
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Ecological sampling - proposed conditions
Dalston Lane North
 
487_SK_05 October 2009
J & L Gibbons and muf architecture/ art

NORTH
Seeing the bigger picture of green infrastructure connectivity



MAKING SPACE FOR DALSTON: J & L GIBBONS/ MUF/ EXYZT/ AGNES DENES

EASTERN CURVE 
ECO PARK

A protected environment



Urban forestry that protects and nurtures 
visitors from Dalston Lane   



Natural capital - a sensory experience


