


Introduction:

• Why? – clear, well considered reasons for 

planting trees – what are the objectives?

• Where? – integrated design that ensures 

compatible longevity – deliverability determined 

at planning stage

• How? – best practice that embraces innovation 

and technology – enforced through the planning 

system

• What? – Sorry, not time today – see 

www.tdag.org.uk



Why?



Published: 

1954



Trees in Towns, published 1954, extract:

‘Prospective developers, local authorities, town 

planners, statutory undertakers and others 

interested in the use and development of land are 

becoming increasingly aware of the presence and 

significance of trees’

… and 60+ years on?









Enabling Sustainable integrated infrastructure (Sii)



Evolution of the GI sales pitch:

• Now backed up with a robust research evidence 

base and presented as a sound investment that 

will yield healthy returns i.e.

• Ecosystem Services

• Natural Capital

• Green Infrastructure

• Sustainable Development



Ensuring return on the investment:

• Initial investment sufficient to realise the return -

(design specification)

• Invested with sufficient security to deliver against 

objectives - (planning process) 

• Making the investment work in the current 

market - (planning enforcement + Sii)

• Monitoring growth of the investment – (revenue 

budgets to secure maintenance programmes)



Where?

Recognise 

opportunities 

and create 

demand 

Torre Guinigi

Lucca 







Can we replicate soft landscape 

conditions in the urban realm?

How?





Too frequently this is the norm for the tree pit spec.
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Ground ------
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Building ??



Recognising opportunities

Car parks offer 

large areas of 

urban open 

space



Bespoke design below ground maximises 

future compatibility

Utilise innovation to enable solutions to 

modern day constraints







Potential to manage stormwater

runoff quality and quantity with 

green infrastructure  

Salford research project

Partners include:

•Red Rose Community Forest

•Salford Borough Council

•The Environment Agency

•Manchester University 

•United Utilities Group plc!
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0.5% of the UK grey infrastructure budget
= 141% increase of our green infrastructure 

budget



Sii

Sustainable integrated infrastructure - Sii

Effective

Resilient

Compatible



Look beyond the 

tree pit…

Sii – The Future



Email: cwtarb@gmail.com

Website: www.cwtarb.com

Martin Gammie Mob: 07836 352936

mailto:cwtarb@gmail.com
http://www.cwtarb.com/

