
Woodland Creation Essentials 

Example

Charles Bushby, Regional Manager, Scottish Woodlands

Cameron Maxwell, Conservator Perth & Argyll, FCS
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Cambusurich
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6 Footer text

Stage 1: Proposal

Step 1.1 Prepare initial proposal

• Consider your management 
objectives

• Consider what information you have 
and identify any new requirements

• Create an issues log



Background

• Cambusurich - south Loch Tay

• Climate change ready forest

• 295ha
• Conifer 125

• Diverse conifer 106

• BLs (productive) 20

• Native BLs 44

• Total FGS value £1.3m
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Constraints/sensitivities

• Landscape

• SSSI woodland and River Tay SAC

• Ash, oak, wet woodland

• Archaeology – 32 cultural heritage site

• Communities

• Golden eagle, ravens, no black grouse

• GWDTEs
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Initial species map
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Planting suitability

Potential road line



Step 1.1 Timeline

• 8 July 16 - informal pre-purchase discussion 

• 31 Aug 16 – land purchased

• 1 Sept 16 - EIA determination received 

• General description

• Recognition of constraints

• Early contact with one stakeholder
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11 Footer text

Stage 1: Proposal

Step 1.2 Due Diligence

• Engage with consultees and 
neighbours

• UKFS compliance

• Engage FCS

• Data gathering & site assessment



• Oct 16 – FCS feedback re surveys required

• Habitat/vegetation/GWDTEs

• Breeding birds

• Archaeological walk over

• Landscape and visual assessment

• Deep peat

• Nov 16 FCS/agent site meeting

• Dec 16 – screening meeting with FCS and SNH

• SSSI – buffers, seed provenance, hydrology

• Archaeology
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• March 17 – FCS request for additional info

• Summer 17 surveys undertaken, ongoing 
correspondence

• FR advice on species choice.

• Community council 

• Informed 2 May 2017

• Attended council meeting 12 Sep 2017
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Created by FCS as survey info came in to keep track of issues, 
response and mitigation



16 Footer text

Stage 2: Environmental 
impact

Step 2.1 EIA screening

• Screening determination submitted 
early on (Sept 16) in the process

• Survey info, analysis and mitigation 
needed before screening opinion 
could be made

• Oct 17 – screening opinion
• Not an EIA forestry project

• Consent not required.
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Stage 1: Proposal

Step 1.4 Prepare grant application
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Stage 3: Assessment

Step 3.1 Application Review

3.2a Public Register

3.2b Grant Assessment

3.3 Case Approval



FGS timeline

• 28 July 17 – receipt of FGS application

• 4 August 17 - Application on public register

• 21 Sept 17 – receipt of revised application

• 29 Sept 17 – clearing

• 4 Oct 17 – FGS grant approval letter

• 6 Nov 17 – contract (re)issued 

• 19 Dec 17 – approval to start work letter
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What was done well!

• Design

• Species choice

• Sensitivity to SSSI

• Sensitivity to GWDTEs

• Community engagement

• Quality of the surveys (generally)

• Good agent engagement and regular updates

• Fast FGS application process once submitted
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What could be improved!

• Proper specifications for surveys

• EIA determination process very slow

• Process for permission for road construction

• Conflict of interest with SNH
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Any questions?


