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• Basis for the implementation of the UK’s 
international obligations and reporting  (UNFF, 
Forest Europe Criteria and Indicators)

• Statement of what government’s require in 
implementing their regulatory powers 
(forestry and non-forestry)

• The consensus on forestry practice amongst 
devolved government and other Depts. 
agencies, sector interests

• Performance requirement providing 
incentives and RDR funding

• Basis for evidence of legality (EU Timber 
Regulation) and sustainability 

Purpose of the UKFS



Combined new publication
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The UKFS 3rd edition: 

Standard plus series of 

7 separate Guidelines

The UKFS 4th edition:

Standard and Guidelines now

a single (digital) publication

4th Edition 
published on 
5 July 2017 



Structure unchanged 

• The overall framework of Legal and 
Good Forest Practice Requirements 
supported by Guidelines is unchanged. 

• We have not combined, reduced or 
created new ‘aspects of sustainable 
forest management’ 
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UKFS requirements
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General Forestry Practice
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Forest Protection

Legal Requirement - New – changes to planning law regarding the 
notification of forestry roads in designated areas

Forest Planning

Good Forestry Practice Requirement - Update - these changes reflect 
the need to consult earlier

Good Forestry Practice Requirement – NEW – increased emphasis 
on resilience 



Biodiversity
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Legal Requirement - Update – re-word of existing requirement for 
appropriate assessment

Good Forestry practice requirement – Update – change from 
reference to UK to each country



Water
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Flooding and water resources

Good forestry practice requirement - New – Recognition of role trees 
and forests can play in flood mitigation



UKFS Guidelines
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General Forestry Practice Guidelines
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Updated guideline reflecting country level experience of operational 
planning and the need to be more specific

Operational Plans



General Forestry Practice Guidelines
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Forest Structure

Updated guideline – based on operational practice to clarify the 
place of other species. The 75% max of main species remains



Good Forestry Practice Guidelines
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Mammal damage

Updated Guideline - Added in monitoring and working with 
neighbours

Pests and diseases

Updated Guideline – tightening of language 



Biodiversity guidelines
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Priority habitats and species

Note has been added to take account for sites which have been highly 
modified for a long time such as those used for dairy farming.

Native Woodland

Updated guideline – in context of climate change and other threats 
some flexibility is required to build resilience



Biodiversity guidelines
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Ecological processes

Updated guideline combining 2 overlapping ones

Tree and shrub species selection

Updated guideline to include restocking and consideration of pests and 
diseases as well as climate change

Forest and stand structure

Updated guideline – used to say thin early



Climate change guidelines
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Carbon in soils

New guideline – consider balance of carbon between peat and trees 
when planning restocking

Carbon in forest ecosystems

New guideline – to cover Woodland Carbon Code 



Water guidelines
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Sediment delivery

Updated guideline – added riparian zones

Pesticides 

Updated guideline – expanded to cover any wet bits

NEW guideline on Pesticides



Water guidelines
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Shade and shelter

Updated guideline to clarify definitions around woody debris



Supporting guidance
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Guidance on good forestry practice and reports of research 
supporting the UKFS can be found in the Forestry Commission 
technical publication series (forestry.gov.uk/publications)



How to get a copy

• No priced hard copy (although print on demand option 
@ cost from Forestry Commission publications)

• Download (free of charge) from:

o www.forestry.gov.uk/ukfs

o www.forestry.gov.uk/publications 

• Three versions available:

o Full version – ePub

o Summary version – ePub

o Full version – PDF
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