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What are we doing?

To reach our ambitious planting targets:

• New dedicated team: two Woodland Creation Officers

• Improving incentives offers

• Producing guidance on the design process and updates to EIA

• Promotional campaign

• Professional training events in 2018?
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UKFS and EIA
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Environmental Impact Assessment

What is ‘EIA’

• The process of determining if the project will have any significant 
environmental impacts and if so, to set out how these can be addressed.

What do you need to do?

• Notify us or ask for our Opinion, depending on the scale and location of the 
project

• Submit maps and an EIA enquiry form from the FC website, recording;
• Local environmental information (historic environment record)

• Stakeholder engagement (neighbours, statutory consultees)

• Prepare a Woodland Creation Plan

01/12/2017 Footer text4



Environmental Impact Assessment

What is ‘EIA’

• The process of determining if the project will have any significant 
environmental impacts and if so, to set out how these can be addressed;

What do you need to do?

• Notify us or ask for our Opinion, depending on the scale and location of the 
project

• Submit maps and an EIA enquiry form from the FC website, recording;
• Local environmental information (historic environment record)

• Stakeholder engagement (neighbours, statutory consultees)

• Prepare a Woodland Creation Plan

01/12/2017 Footer text5



Low risk areas
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• 2,000,000 ha; ELS excluded • 5,700,000 ha; ELS included



Forest Design Process

Key elements:

• Scoping, objective setting and survey stage

Sources:

- FC Land Information Search (water quality)
- Ecological Site Classification (species selection)
- MAGIC (priority habitat)
- Heritage Gateway (heritage features)
- etc.
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Forest Design Process

Key elements:

• Scoping, objective setting and Survey Stage

• A site appraisal map – showing an evaluation of survey information with 
key features (habitat types, open access, heritage features) character zones 
and annotated analysis 
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Example site appraisal plan
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Example design concept map 

<insert image>
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Forest Design Process

Key elements:

• Scoping, objective setting and Survey Stage

• A site appraisal map – showing an evaluation of survey information with key 
features (habitat types, open access, heritage features) character zones and 
annotated analysis 

• A design concept map – showing one or more options developed from the 
Analysis, a tool for consultation 

• Woodland Creation Design Plan - a written document, alongside finalised 
maps, that takes account of consultation, how the site has been appraised 
in terms of the features, constraints and opportunities that are present.
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Forest Design Process – written plan

FC Woodland 
Creation Plan 

template currently 
being finalised to help 

support 
demonstration of 
UKFS compliance.
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Funding options

• Woodland Creation Planning Grant

• Woodland Carbon Fund

• Countryside Stewardship

• HS2 Woodland Fund

• Woodland Carbon Code
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