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29 June 2010

North England regional meeting
at Kielder Castle, Kielder, Northumberland
12.30pm, Thursday 14th October 2010.

This meeting has been arranged to look at some achievements in continuous cover forestry in Sitka spruce, in upland Northumberland.  We are most grateful to Max McLaughlan, harvesting and marketing forester for Forest Enterprise, for agreeing to lead us around several sites of interest.  
The committee will meet in the morning, followed by a buffet lunch for everyone in the classroom (look for ConFor signs).  We recommend you allow some time to take a look around, as there is plenty to see in and around the visitor centre. Max will give us a brief introduction at 1.15pm and we will set off sharply at 1.20pm in a minibus (provided by FE), plus the minimum of cars.  It is very important that we keep the number of vehicles on the visit to an absolute minimum and we ask for your cooperation in this.
We will then look at three or four sites (depending on time) to consider a range of different scenarios.  There will be a very short walk at each stop, but the terrain is rough.  You are advised to have stout footwear and outdoor clothing.  Some protection against midges may also be useful!  For the less able, you will still be able to see the subjects under discussion without leaving the forest roads or rides.

This meeting will be advertised beyond ConFor membership.  Non-member friends and colleagues are welcome.

Members are asked to pay £10 plus VAT (£11.75 including VAT) towards costs and non-members £12.77 plus VAT (£15 including VAT).  Please complete the booking form below, which must be returned by Friday 8th October 2010.

We look forward to seeing you.

----------------------------------------------(---------------------------------------------------------------
North England regional meeting on Thursday 14th October 2010

Name: …………………………………………..Tel: …………………………………………

Email:…………………………………...........………………………………………………...
Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………….

Please state any special dietary requirements…………………………………………….
Cost per person £11.75 (£15 for non-members)         Total Enclosed £: …….....…......
Please make cheques payable to ‘ConFor’ and return with this form by Friday

8th October 2010, to Ann Stewart, ConFor, 59 George Street, Edinburgh, EH2 2JG. Tel: 0131 240 1410, Fax: 0131 240 1411.  Payment can be made with Visa/Mastercard.

Directions: see over .......
DIRECTIONS (excerpts from the website)

See www.visitkielder.com and click on Visiting Kielder Water and Forest Park

Google map: http://maps.google.co.uk/maps?hl=en&tab=wl
Postcode for satnavs: NE48 1ER

Please note that the normal car parking charges will be waived for attendees, but you are advised to put a note on the windscreen that you are attending the ConFor meeting.
Kielder Water & Forest Park is:
- 30 miles (50 minutes drive) by road from Hexham 
- 52 miles (80 minutes drive) from Newcastle upon Tyne 
- 40 miles (90 minutes drive) from Carlisle 
- 30 miles (60 minutes drive) from Jedburgh

Please don’t speed and do drive carefully to help us protect our wildlife.
Forest Drive

The Forest Drive (which is very scenic) is a rough surfaced road suitable for 4x4 vehicles and passable by other cars with care. Visitors are advised to exercise caution as the surface is loose chip. It will close in inclement weather. If you are travelling to the Park via the Forest Drive you can join the road from the A68 at Byrness.
 

Coming from Jedburgh, take the A68 heading south then the B6320 from Otterburn to Bellingham. Follow the brown signs to Kielder Water & Forest Park.
From the A7, leave the road at Canonbie to join the B6357 to Newcastleton and Kielder Water & Forest Park is signposted from there.
From Newcastle or Carlisle, follow the A69 to Hexham then follow the B6320 to Bellingham (brown-signed Kielder Water & Forest) and then the C200 to Kielder Water & Forest Park.
Please remember to fill up before you begin your car journey as there are no petrol stations in the immediate Kielder Water & Forest Park area.



